
Chautauqua County Youth Hockey Association 

Board of Directors Meeting Minutes 

May 16, 2018 

I. Call to order 

Joe Hirliman called to order the regular meeting of the Chautauqua County Youth Hockey 

Association at 6:30 pm on May 16, 2018 at Northwest Savings Bank Arena’s conference room. 

 

II. Roll call 

Patricia D’Angelo, secretary for the meeting, conducted attendance via sign in sheet. In 

addition to the herself, the following persons were present: Joe Hirliman, Carl Olson, Chris 

Munson, Danielle Bergman, Stephanie DePonceau, Christina Olson, Jordan Farnham, Jeff 

Kresge, Mark Chimera, Devin Ecklof, Scott Smith, Tom Cole, Nathan Meleen, Jacquee 

Conroe, and Mary Fales. 

 

III. Approval of minutes from last meeting 

Carl Olson made a motion to accept the April 2018 meeting minutes. Jordan Farnham 

seconded; all were in favor. Minutes accepted. 

 

IV. Treasurer Report – Christine Munson (nothing to report) 

 

V. President’s Report – Joe Hirliman 

A. WNY Meeting – Bradford joined as MOHL 

B. 18U MOHL in WNY had issues – proposals regarding aggressive penalties (potentially 

decrease the number of offenses before having a hearing) 

C. NYS Annual meeting is June 2 in Buffalo at Embassy Suites - Joe has voter registration 

D. NYS has a learn to skate trailer with 40 sets of equipment. If we want it to do a tryout 

hockey day, we could borrow it. It’s on a first come first serve basis. 



E. NYS this year had over 2000 rosters and sanctioned 243 tournaments. Numbers are 

higher this year and going in the right direction. 

F. They talked about not doing the jamborees this year, but they did decide in the end to 

continue them. The problem was not with the coaches/players but with the parents. 

When we know more about meetings and dates, that will be passed along. Out of all the 

jamborees, ours was the only one without any complaints. 

G. Hearings are down this year. There were about 30 total. Last year was 45. They expect 

that to come down again this coming year. They are trying to educate the referees on 

kicking. There were a lot of kicking penalties. 

H. Erie youth is going dormant for this year and will play in a Pittsburgh league this year. 

They are going through a lot of problems, so WNY allowed it. 

I. Our registrar needs to renew with Janice; Mary has already done that. 

J. SafeSport changed again this year. Must be done through the USA Hockey website. If 

you have to pay, you’re in the wrong spot. It is in three parts, and you have to take all 

three parts. 

K. Screenings – need print actual confirmation and give to Mary to give to Janice. Still not 

linked. 

L. Proposals at the WNY level: 1. Every organization can only place one team at every 

level. The rest of the teams would fall under Tier 3. Four teams would go to states (one 

from each division). 2. WNY board can decide to change a team’s division. 3. Change 

to only 3 aggressive penalties before a hearing. 

M. WNY board positions were voted on. 

N. Concussions – in our handbook but need to stress concussion policies. Coaches need to 

pull kids off if there is even a question of a concussion. (Possible concussion protocol 

and form for coaches?) Mary Fales made a motion that we form a committee to come 

up with concussion policies. Jordan Farnham seconded. All in favor. Motion passed. 

Jordan, Mary, Carl, possibly Jacquee, and possibly Rob will serve on the committee. 

 

VI. VP Travel Report – Danielle Bergman 

A. No meeting this month 

B. Emailed Craig for JV/Varsity ice 



VII. VP House Report – Carl Olson 

A. Equipment collected 

B. Need to see how many are still out and send bills 

 

VIII. ACE Report – Rob Bender (deferred) 

 

IX. Registrar’s Report – Mary Fales 

A. Coaching list – need names of assistant coaches and managers before July 

B. No ice if those items aren’t done 

 

X. Ice Coordinator – Stephanie DePonceau 

A. Handed out ice to midget teams for practice 

B. Need to know midget game ice – scheduling meeting is August 11th 

C. Craig wanted to know when practices would start – will likely be last week of August 

like last year. 

 

XI. Tournament Director’s Report – Christina Olson 

A. Submitted for tournament already. Is up live to be able to register. 

B. Mites ½ ice added this year. 

C. Will be Friday, Saturday, Sunday, and Monday. 

D. Change rules to win, loss, tie vs. point system. 

 

XII. Other Committee Reports 

A. Golf Scramble – sponsorship letters and sign up forms are complete. 

B. Aug 11 at South Hills 2pm start. 



  

XIII. New Business 

A. December 1 – Morton Club booked for a CCYHA party. 

B. Fundraiser tickets again, but maybe have other prizes like NHL tickets – not just cash. 

C. Last year on Tuesday nights, we did a goalie clinic. All positive feedback. We will 

bring that back again this year – just need to finalize. Also, Joe has been talking to 

Mark Zarbo about skating clinics. He will be doing the Xpress clinics on Tuesday 

nights anyway. Similar cost to goalie clinic. Joe should have details by next meeting. 

D. Possible girls team – girls can be in two different organizations just as long as they are 

not on two different tournament bound teams. Potentially would have ice in Jamestown 

and Fredonia. Would be in Great Lakes Girls Hockey League. Will include all ages. 8U 

team and 12U team would be the goal. Devin Ecklof is taking care of everything for the 

group. Janice has approved girls being in both organizations. 

E. Mark Chimera came representing the Squirt B team. They want to know if there is 

anything they can do to help with a potential hardship. They are low on skaters and will 

have to rotate a goalie. They have some kids who may have some interest in trying 

goalie, but no one specifically. They have a potential ADM player they would like to 

see if they could move up to Squirt B. They were advised that this is not possible due to 

USA Hockey regulations. It is not something decided by this board or WNY; it’s above 

that. The board also suggested that there may be other players who can play down for a 

few games, but this is something Mary and/or Joe will need to discuss with Janice to 

see what we will be allowed to do. He also inquired about goalie equipment. The 

association does have equipment that can be borrowed. He also has a player he can’t 

contact.  

 

XIV. Adjournment 

Joe Hirliman requested a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:19 pm. Jordan Farnham made a 

motion; Christina Olson seconded. All in favor. Meeting adjourned. 

Minutes submitted by:  Patricia D’Angelo 


